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PREFACE. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  Vineland  Historical  and 
Antiquarian  Society,  at  its  annnal  meeting  in 
October,  to  have  addresses  or  papers  read  com- 
memorative of  members  deceased  during  the  3'ear. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  October  9,  1906,  an 
hour  or  more  was  devoted  to  the  memory  of  de- 
ceased members.  Mr.  Braidwood  was  assigned 
to  the  writer,  who  perhaps  had  known  him  the 
longest  and  held   him  in  the  highest  esteem. 

It  was  through  an  effort  to  preserve  the  books 
of  the  public  library  from  being  scattered  that 
the  writer  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Braid- 
wood.  He  had  been  active  in  the  establishment 
of  the  library  in  1876,  and  after  the  failure  of 
the  enterprise  for  want  of  support,  he  was  with 
other  donors  interested  in  the  proper  disposition 
of  the  books.  The  remaining  volumes,  not 
returned  to  the  donors,  were  secured  for  the 
Historical  Society's  library.  Mr.  Braidwood 
became  a  member  of  the  organization  and  look  an 
interest  in  its  progress,  serving  for  one  year  as  a 
trustee.  He  occasionally  .--poke  at  the  meetings, 
and  on  October  8,  1895,  read  a  carefully  prepared 
paper  on  the  "Speakers  of  the  British  Hotise  of 
Commons" . 

The  papers  read  at  the  memorial  meeting  in 
1906,  having  appeared  in  the  colunnis  of  the 
local  press,  the  following  pages  are  printed  that 
the  Man  and  his  efforts  for  the  betterment  of 
the  connnunity  in  which  be  lived  may  not  be 
wholly  forgotten. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  Thomas  W. 
Braidwood,  was  born  at  Rock  Bank,  on  the  river 
Clyde,  not  far  distant  from  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  on  the  sixth  of  December,  1818. 

As  a  young  man  he  was  early  impressed  with 
the  spirit  of  liberty  which  existed  in  the  United 
States,  and  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  he 
should  become  a  citizen  of  that  country  he  made 
a  study  of  its  principles  of  government. 

Not  yet  eighteen  years  of  age  he  left  home  and 
native  land,  filled  with  the  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  youth,  and  bright  visions  of  success  in  the 
new  country.  He  landed  in  New  York  in  1836 
then  a  city  of  barely  a  quarter  of  a  million  inhab- 
itants. 

Here,  soon  after  his  arrival,  liis  ideas  respect- 
ing: the  purity  of  the  ballot  received  a  shock  by 
an  oifer,  for  a  consideration,  to  make  him  a  voter 
at  the  comino  elc-ction. 

Having  talent  for  drawing,  with  his  artistic 
sense- well  developed.  Mr.  Braidwocxi  wliile  in 
New  York  was  eniplo\ h d  in  desiiL^ning;  indeed,  it 
is  said  he  \va-  one  of  the  pioneer  designers  in  this 
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country,  the  art  now  universally  recognized  tiieri 
being  in  its  infancy. 

In  Philadelphia,  to  which  place  Mr.  Braid  wood 
later  removed,  having  acquired  greater  proficiency 
and  some  capital,  he  entered  business  for  himself. 

Here  his  talents  received  further  recognition 
and  he  was  elected  principal  of  the  School 
of  Design,  which  had  for  its  object  "the  training 
of  designers  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
fine  arts,  with  view  to  the  improvement  of  the 
artistic  quality  of  our  manufactories,  by  impart- 
ing where  requsite  more  symmetry  of  form,  har- 
monious arrangement  of  coloring  and  general 
appropriateness  of  decoration." 

For  this  institution,  Mr  Braid  wood  obtained  a 
charter,  and  interested  a  number  of  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  who  contributed  liberally 
towards  its  support. 

As  principal  of  the  School  of  Design,  he  devoted 
his  energies  to  its  advancement,  and,  during  the 
twenty-five  years  he  was  its  head  introduced 
new  and  improved  methods  in  the  training  of  his 
pupils.  He  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
similar  schools  in  other  sections  of  the  state, 
obtaining  appropriations  from  the  legislature  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  Braid  wood  was  married  March  5,  1865. 
In  1870  he  removed  to  Vineland,  living  on  Park 
Avenue  for  two  years.  He  purchased  lots  on  uie 
north  side  of   Peach  street^   on   which  he  built. 
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t<fctvi^&  out  the  grounds  with  taste  and  skill. 

0  Here  he  had  an  opportunity  to  indulge  his 
love  for  the  beautiful  in  nature;  and  tree,  plant 
and  flower  responded  to  his  tender  and  loving 
care. 

When  he  became  free  from  the  duties  of  his 
profession  in  Philadelphia,  to  which  city,  for 
some  time  after  his  removal,  he  went  back  and 
forth  daily,  becoming  more  and  more  interested 
in  the  community  in  which  be  had  chosen  his 
home. 

Mr.  Braid  wood  opened  a  school  for  the  study 
of  drawing  and  painting;  it  was  held  in  a  studio 
he  had  erected  upon  his  grounds,  and  with  his 
accomplished  daughter  gave  instruction  to  many 
pupils,  some  of  whom  are  now  filling  places  their 
instruction  obtained  here  enabled  them  to  secure. 

As  a  teacher  he  endeavored  to  impress  upon 
the  pupils  mind  the  importance  of  the  fundimen- 
tal  principles  of  art  and  the  necessity  of  accuracy 
in  drawing  and  in  detail. 

In  1875  Mr.  Braid  wood  was  one  of  the  active 
workers  for  a  public  library  in  Vineland.  a  li- 
brary which  flourished  for  a  few  years,  and  but 
for  a  few  interested  individuals  would  have 
followed  the  fate  of  earlier  attempts  to  establish 
a  library  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Braidwood  was  president  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  through  his  untiring  energy  led  its 
members  a  strenuous  life  in  seeking  and  abolish- 
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ing  violations  of  the  sanitary  code.  He  was 
president  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals,  of  which  he  was  the  most 
zealous  worker.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Child- 
ren, tl'^  first  organization  of  its  kind  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

In  1893  Mr.  Braid  wood  became  a  member  of 
the  Historical  Society,  and  the  same  year  was  an 
efficent  helper  in  its  reorganization.  While  his 
health  permitted  he  was  usually  present  at  che 
monthly  meetings  and  sometimes  the  speaker. 

He  organized,  and  was  president  of  the  Citi- 
zens Commitee  an  association  of  gentlemen  whose 
influence  became  a  recognized  factor  in  local  elec- 
tions. 

When  the  project  of  establishing  a  free  public 
library  was  agitated,  he  alone  of  the  several  ap- 
plicants for  Mr.  Carnegie's  assistance  received  a 
reply.  He  interested  himself  in  the  effort  to  ob- 
tain a  library  building  and  made  two  or  three 
trips  to  New  York  where  he  had  conference  with 
Mr.  Carnegie's  secretary. 

As  it  is  Mr.  Carnegie's  rule  to  deal  with  the 
municipal  authorities,  and  not  with  private  indi- 
viduals, the  money  for  the  library  building  was 
obtained  through  the  Mayor  and  Council,  and 
Mr.  Braidwood  did  not  recieve  the  credit  to  which 
he  felt  he  was  entitled. 

One  of   the   noticeable  characteristics   of  Mr. 
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Braidwood  was  his  untiring  energy.  With  that 
tenacity  accorded  the  Scotch,  he  persevered  in 
carrying  forward  whatever  enterprise  he  under- 
took, so  long  as  he  could  control  and  direct  it. 
He  held  decided  opinions  and  would  not  brook 
opposition. 

In  whatever  cause  he  considered  beneficial  to 
humanity  he  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  money; 
one  incident,  characteristic  of  the  man  in  his  best 
estate,  well  illustrates  his  integrity  of  purpose 
and  tenderness  of  heart.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
he  had  a  poor  man  arrested  for  some  violation  of 
the  sanitary  laws  and  fined.  Learning  there  was 
sickness  in  the  family  attended  with  expense,  Mr. 
Braidwood  paid  the  fine  himself. 

He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- seven., 
and  although  in  his  later  years  the  infirmities  of 
the  body  held  him  captive  his  mind  was  ever 
active.  A  considerable  portion  of  Mr.  Braid- 
woods  life  in  Vineland  was  devoted  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  grounds  about  his  residence;  in 
teaching  and  study,  and  in  his  efforts  to  promote 
what  he  considered  was  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Braidwood  died  at  his  home  on  Peach 
street,  April  6th   1906. 
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